TRAA 2009 ANALYSIS


THE ROCK ACROSS AUSTRALIA 
2009 END OF YEAR OVERVIEW

TRAA BACKGROUND
THE ROCK ACROSS AUSTRALIA (TRAA) chart is Australia’s first national Christian airplay chart.

Researched by Woodlands Media, TRAA publishes the Top 30 chart weekly online at www.therockacrossaustralia.com
TRAA compiles the data aggregating high rotation activity (derived from playlist reports, and airplay monitoring) across more than 20 stations in capital cities and regional markets.

These stations play either a Blended format (a mix of mainstream and Christian music), or Contemporary Christian Music (CCM) only. Stations are weighted according to market size.

Together, stations report approx 200 Christian songs weekly. 

TRAA published its first Top 30 chart in February 1999, and this year celebrated its tenth anniversary.

TOP 100 SONGS CHART
TRAA’S annual Top 100 is a list of the most successful songs of each calendar year. 
To compile the Top 100, TRAA assigns points for each weekly chart position (30-1). [That is: 30 points for a number one, through to number 30 which gets one point.] 

TRAA then aggregates the sum of each song’s points with the number of weeks it has been in the survey to form the Top 100.
TRAA honors the number one song as the Song Of The Year.
TOP 50 ARTISTS CHART
TRAA tabulates the most successful artists of the year and publishes these in the Top 50 Artists chart.

To compile this, TRAA tallies the song data used to compile the Top 100 list according to act/artist. 
The act/artist with the most points overall wins TRAA’s Artist Of The Year accolade.

2009 OVERVIEW

In 2009, 128 songs and 92 artists achieved chart success. Of these, 50 succeeded in gaining one song, 27 attained two, and five reached three.

Thirty acts made their debut appearance in 2009. Six of these – Tal & Acacia, Joy Lippard, Addison Road, Candice Casagrande, RED, plus Above The Golden Gate - made a significant impact securing a place among the year’s Top 50 Artists. 

The year saw three mainstream acts who profess Christian beliefs find their way into the survey for the first time. These were U2, Miley Cyrus, and Paramore. TRAA includes mainstream acts in the weekly Top 30 when both blended and CCM stations air the songs.

2009 TOP 100 SONGS
TRAA 2009 SONG OF THE YEAR
In 2009, Mat Kearney garnered the most airplay of the year with Closer To Love. The song settled in the survey for 30 weeks.
The key elements that distinguished the song’s drive to the top were securing #1 for eight weeks, and remaining in the Top 10 of the weekly survey for a total of 24 weeks (or 80% of its chart life). 

Closer To Love is TRAA’s 2009 Song Of The Year.
	#1
	Position
	Song Title, Artist

ALBUM | Label | Distributor |

	
	1
	Closer To Love, Mat Kearney
CITY OF BLACK AND WHITE | Inpop | Crossroad |


TOP 10
2009 was the most successful year yet for five of the artists that landed in the Top 10 of the Top 100. 

Remedy Drive, Francesca Battistelli, Brandon Heath and U2 made their first appearance in the Top 10.
Alabaster Box was the only Australian act to gain a position in the Top 10. Last year it held two spots in the Top 10.
	TOP 10 SONGS
	Position
	Song Title, Artist

ALBUM | Label | Distributor |

	
	1
	Closer To Love, Mat Kearney
CITY OF BLACK AND WHITE | Inpop | Crossroad |

	
	2
	All Along, Remedy Drive
DAYLIGHT IS COMING | Word | Word Australia |

	
	3
	Two Hands, Jars Of Clay
THE LONG FALL BACK TO EARTH | Essential | Crossroad |

	
	4
	The Lost Get Found, Britt Nicole
THE LOST GET FOUND | Sparrow | Crossroad |

	
	5
	Free To Be Me, Francesca Battistelli
MY PAPER HEART | Fervent | Word Australia |

	
	6
	Fearlessly Stumble, Alabaster Box

WE WILL NOT BE SILENT | Independent | Independent |

	
	7
	My Deliverer, Mandisa
FREEDOM | Sparrow | Crossroad |

	
	8
	Wait And See, Brandon Heath

WHAT IF WE | Reunion | Crossroad |

	
	9
	Lay ‘Em Down, NEEDTOBREATHE

THE OUTSIDERS | Word | Word Australia |

	
	10
	Magnificent, U2
NO LINE ON THE HORIZON | Island | Universal |


2009 NUMBER ONE SONGS

FIFTEEN SONGS made it to #1 on TRAA’s weekly airplay reports during 2009. This is five more than last year.

Bebo Norman, Matthew West, Francesca Battistelli, The Fray, Mandisa, Sanctus Real and Kutless scored their first number one songs.

Francesca Battistelli hit number one twice with two different songs – Free To Be Me and It’s Your Life. 
Matthew West and Mat Kearney topped the chart on two separate occasions with the same songs.

tobyMac spent more time atop the survey than any other artist. City On Our Knees (still charting) spent 11 weeks at #1, but only 18 weeks in the survey albeit all in the Top 10. It came in at #15 overall on the Top 100.

Alabaster Box was the only Aussie act to top TRAA in 2009. 
	NUMBER ONES 
	#1
	Wks @ #1
	TOP 100
	Song Title, Artist

ALBUM | Label | Distributor |

	
	20 Dec

03 Jan
	2 (2008)

2 (2009)
	29 (2008)

35 (2009)
	Give Me Your Eyes, Brandon Heath

WHAT IF WE | Reunion | Crossroad |

	
	17 Jan
	2
	22
	Pull Me Out, Bebo Norman
BEBO NORMAN | BEC | Crossroad |

	
	31 Jan
07 Mar
	3
2
	14
	The Motions, Matthew West

SOMETHING TO SAY | Sparrow | Crossroad |

	
	21 Feb
	2
	24
	Revelation, Third Day
REVELATION | Essential | Crossroad |

	
	21 Mar
	1
	5
	Free To Be Me, Francesca Battistelli
MY PAPER HEART | Fervent | Word Australia |

	
	28 Mar
	2
	33
	You Found Me, The Fray
THE FRAY | Sony | Sony Music Entertainment |

	
	11 Apr
	6
	7
	My Deliverer, Mandisa
FREEDOM | Sparrow | Crossroad |

	
	23 May
25 Jul
	3
5
	1
	Closer To Love, Mat Kearney
CITY OF BLACK AND WHITE | Inpop | Crossroad |

	
	12 Jun
	5
	3
	Two Hands, Jars Of Clay
THE LONG FALL BACK TO EARTH | Essential | Crossroad |

	
	18 Jul
	1
	6
	Fearlessly Stumble, Alabaster Box

WE WILL NOT BE SILENT | Independent | Independent |

	
	29 Aug
	3
	12
	Everyone To Know, Bethany Dillon
STOP & LISTEN | Sparrow| Crossroad |

	
	19 Sep
	2
	17
	It’s Your Life, Francesca Battistelli
MY PAPER HEART | Fervent | Word Australia |

	
	03 Oct
	11
	15
	City On Our Knees, tobyMac
TONIGHT | Forefront | Crossroad |

	
	19 Dec
	1
	30
	Forgiven, Sanctus Real
PIECES OF A REAL HEART | Sparrow | Crossroad |

	
	26 Dec
	1
	42
	What Faith Can Do, Kutless
IT IS WELL | BEC | Crossroad |


2009 STAYERS

TEN SONGS secured a place in the Top 30 for six months or more throughout 2009. We call these Stayers. Each of them peaked in the Top 5 of the weekly charts. And four made it to number one. 
All Along (Remedy Drive), Two Hands (Jars Of Clay), Closer To Love (Mat Kearney) and Fearlessly Stumble (Alabaster Box) spent a total of 30 weeks in the survey.

Francesca Battistelli’s Free To Be Me was in the survey for 30 weeks too, but only 27 in 2009. Three weeks from 2008.

Fearlessly Stumble is the only Australian song to secure more than 26 weeks of airplay. 
	STAYERS 
	Wks in Top 30
	First week
	Peak Position
	TOP 100
	Song Title, Artist

ALBUM | Label | Distributor |

	
	30
	31 Jan
	2
	2
	All Along, Remedy Drive
DAYLIGHT IS COMING | Word | Word Australia |

	
	30
	07 Mar
	1
	3
	Two Hands, Jars Of Clay
THE LONG FALL BACK TO EARTH | Essential | Crossroad |

	
	30
	04 Apr
	1
	1
	Closer To Love, Mat Kearney
CITY OF BLACK AND WHITE | Inpop | Crossroad |

	
	30
	25 Apr
	1
	6
	Fearlessly Stumble, Alabaster Box

WE WILL NOT BE SILENT | Independent | Independent |

	
	29
	11 Apr
	3
	4
	The Lost Get Found, Britt Nicole
THE LOST GET FOUND | Sparrow | Crossroad |

	
	28
	25 Apr
	4
	8
	Wait And See, Brandon Heath

WHAT IF WE | Reunion | Crossroad |

	
	28
	30 May
	4
	9
	Lay ‘Em Down, NEEDTOBREATHE

THE OUTSIDERS | Word | Word Australia |

	
	27
	03 Jan
	1
	5
	Free To Be Me, Francesca Battistelli
MY PAPER HEART | Fervent | Word Australia |

	
	26
	28 Mar
	3
	10
	Magnificent, U2
NO LINE ON THE HORIZON | Island | Universal |

	
	26
	04 Jul
	3
	11
	The Words I Would Say, Sidewalk Prophets
THESE SIMPLE TRUTHS | Fervent | Word Australia |


CARRY OVER CHAMPIONS

In 2009, 21 of the year’s most played songs of the year also found a place in TRAA’s 2008 Top 100. We call these Carry Over Champions.
Two songs – Bebo Norman’s Pull Me Out and Brandon Heath’s Give Me Your Eyes - secured positions in the top half of each year’s chart.

	CARRY OVER CHAMPIONS
	Top 100 2009
	Top 100 2008
	Song Title, Artist

ALBUM | Label | Distributor |

	
	5
	96
	Free To Be Me, Francesca Battistelli
MY PAPER HEART | Word | Word Australia |

	
	14
	70
	The Motions, Matthew West

SOMETHING TO SAY | Sparrow | Crossroad |

	
	22
	50
	Pull Me Out, Bebo Norman
BEBO NORMAN | BEC | Crossroad |

	
	24
	69
	Revelation, Third Day
REVELATION | Essential | Crossroad |

	
	25
	82
	Victim Song, Michael Paynter
THIS WELCOME DIVERSION | Sony | Sony Music Entertainment |

	
	29
	87
	We Are The Sound, The Afters
NEVER GOING BACK TO OK | INO | Crossroad |

	
	35
	29
	Give Me Your Eyes, Brandon Heath

WHAT IF WE | Reunion | Crossroad |

	
	49
	75
	You Invite Me In, Meredith Andrews
THE INVITATION | Word | Word Australia |

	
	61
	72
	I Wish, Point Of Grace
HOW YOU LIVE [DELUXE EDITION] | Word | Word Australia |

	
	62
	98
	Complete, Kutless
TO KNOW THAT YOU’RE ALIVE | BEC | Crossroad |

	
	65
	89
	Not Calming Down, Simeon

THEN WE COLLIDE | Independent | Independent |

	
	68
	42
	Clarity, Shawn McDonald
ROOTS | Sparrow | Crossroad |

	
	70
	77
	Dance With Me (Where Sinners Sing), Claire Hazzard
THE SPECTACULAR THING | Humber | Independent |

	
	77
	46
	There Will Be A Day, Jeremy Camp
SPEAKING LOUDER THAN BEFORE | BEC | Crossroad |

	
	78
	83
	If I Was Jesus, Paul Colman
HISTORY | Inpop | Crossroad |

	
	79
	30
	Innocent, Stellar Kart

EXPECT THE IMPOSSIBLE | Word | Word Australia |

	
	82
	62
	One Step At A Time, Jordin Sparks
JORDIN SPARKS | Sony BMG| Sony BMG |

	
	84
	10
	New York, Alabaster Box
WE WILL NOT BE SILENT | Independent | Independent |

	
	85
	36
	Streets Of Gold, NEEDTOBREATHE

THE HEAT | Atlantic | Word Australia |

	
	92
	51
	What Life Would Be Like, Big Daddy Weave

WHAT LIFE WOULD BE LIKE | Word | Word Australia |

	
	94
	23
	Shine, Krystal Meyers
MAKE SOME NOISE | Essential | Crossroad |


AUSTRALIANS IN THE TOP 100
THE MOST successful Australian song in 2009 was Fearlessly Stumble (Alabaster Box). This was the only song performed/written by Australians that lodged in the survey for more than 26 weeks. It also reached #6 on the Top 100. 
The most successful song from an Australian artist who made their debut appearance in the Top 100 was Just A Mask (Candice Casagrande). Just A Mask reached #23 in the Top 100, and spent 22 weeks in the survey.
Roma Waterman was the only Australian act to score three songs in the Top 100 – I Need A Miracle (#67), Breathe It In (#96), Land Of Dreams (#98). While these songs amassed 26 weeks in the survey, Waterman missed a position in the Top 50 artists list.
	2009 AUSTRALIAN MUSIC 
	TOP 100
	Song Title, Artist

ALBUM | Label | Distributor |

	
	6
	Fearlessly Stumble, Alabaster Box

WE WILL NOT BE SILENT | Independent | Independent |

	
	13
	In The Hands Of God, newsboys
IN THE HANDS OF GOD | Inpop | Crossroad |

	
	23
	Just A Mask, Candice Casagrande
NEW DAY | Independent | Independent |

	
	25
	Victim Song, Michael Paynter
THIS WELCOME DIVERSION | Sony | Sony Music Entertainment |

	
	47
	Run, Hillsong Live
THIS IS OUR GOD | HMA | HMA |

	
	51
	This Is My Life, Tania G
[SINGLE] | Humber | Humber |

	
	57
	Just See, Merise
SCARS AND TEARS | Independent | iTunes |

	
	60
	Silent, Original Liberty
COUNTING DOWN THE DAYS | Independent | Independent |

	
	63
	The Way We Roll, newsboys
IN THE HANDS OF GOD | Inpop | Crossroad |

	
	65
	Not Calming Down, Simeon

THEN WE COLLIDE | Independent | Independent |

	
	67
	I Need A Miracle, Roma Waterman
[SINGLE] | Independent | iTunes |

	
	70
	Dance With Me (Where Sinners Sing), Claire Hazzard
THE SPECTACULAR THING | Humber | Independent |

	
	71
	You Know, Revive + Mac Powell
CHORUS OF THE SAINTS | Essential | Crossroad |

	
	72
	Can’t Change Yesterday, Revive
CHORUS OF THE SAINTS | Essential | Crossroad |

	
	78
	If I Was Jesus, Paul Colman
HISTORY | Inpop | Crossroad |

	
	80
	Silent Cry, Amy K
[SINGLE] | Providence Foundation | Providence Foundation |

	
	84
	New York, Alabaster Box
WE WILL NOT BE SILENT | Independent | Independent |

	
	86
	I Can’t Breathe, Simeon
THEN WE COLLIDE | Independent | Independent |

	
	87
	Better Life, Playjerise
BETTER LIFE | Independent | iTunes |

	
	96
	Breathe It In, Roma Waterman
[SINGLE] | Independent | iTunes |

	
	97
	Angels We Have Heard On High, Nathan Tasker

A STAR. A STABLE. A SAVIOUR | Cross-Word | Cross-Word |

	
	98
	Land Of Dreams, Roma Waterman
[SINGLE] | Independent | iTunes |


2009 TOP 50 ARTISTS
2009 TRAA ARTIST OF THE YEAR
TRAA’s Artist Of The Year honor is given to the artist with the most airplay each year.

Topping TRAA’s Top 50 Artist Chart in 2009 and gaining the accolade for 2009 TRAA Artist Of The Year is 30 year old US singer Brandon Heath. 
Brandon garnered Artist honors due to three songs - Give Me Your Eyes, Wait And See, plus Follow You (a duet with Leeland). Each peaked in the Top 10 of the weekly report - Give Me Your Eyes (#1), Wait And See (#4), and Follow You (#6).

Wait And See was in the survey for 28 weeks, and the other two 14 weeks each. Together, these songs spent a total of 56 weeks in the survey. 

Other artists spending significant time in the weekly surveys included Jars Of Clay (48 weeks across two songs), Francesca Battistelli (45 weeks across two songs which both went to number one), and Remedy Drive (45 weeks with two songs). 
	ARTISTS 
	Artist
	Total weeks 
	Song Title 
	Wks in chart
	Peak
Position
	Top 100 2005

	
	Brandon Heath
	56
	Wait And See
	28
	4
	8

	
	
	
	Give Me Your Eyes
	14
	1
	35

	
	
	
	Follow You (w Leeland)
	14
	6
	40

	
	Jars Of Clay
	48
	Two Hands
	30
	1
	3

	
	
	
	Heaven
	18
	4
	28

	
	Francesca Battistelli
	45
	Free To Be Me
	27
	1
	5

	
	
	
	It’s Your Life
	18
	1
	17

	
	Remedy Drive
	45
	All Along
	30
	2
	2

	
	
	
	Heartbeat
	15
	3
	38


TOP 10
For the first time, each of the artists garnering a Top 10 position in the Top 100 secured a Top 10 position in the Top 50 artists’ chart. [Though not in the same order.]
None of the artists gaining a Top 10 position in 2009 gained a Top 10 position in the Artist charts of 2006, 2003, 2001 or 1999.

	 MOST PLAYED ACTS: 1999-2009
	
	2009
	2008
	2007
	2006
	2005

	
	1
	Brandon Heath
	Britt Nicole
	newsboys
	Nathan Tasker
	Bethany Dillon

	
	2
	Francesca Battistelli
	Matthew West
	tobyMac
	MercyMe
	newsboys

	
	3
	Remedy Drive
	Mandisa
	Britt Nicole
	Rebecca St James
	Paul Colman

	
	4
	Jars Of Clay
	Alabaster Box
	Michelle Tumes
	Ana Laura
	Superchick

	
	5
	Mat Kearney
	tobyMac
	Jars Of Clay
	newsboys
	Nathan Tasker

	
	6
	Britt Nicole
	Shawn McDonald
	Sanctus Real
	ZOEgirl
	Reuben Morgan

	
	7
	Alabaster Box
	NeedToBreathe
	Casting Crowns
	Shawn McDonald
	Jars of Clay

	
	8
	Mandisa
	Sanctus Real
	Brooke Fraser
	Nichole Nordeman
	Brooke Fraser

	
	9
	NEEDTOBREATHE
	Steven Curtis Chapman
	Mandisa
	Delirious?
	tobyMac

	
	10
	U2
	newsboys
	Rebecca St James
	Superchick
	ZOEgirl

	
	
	2004
	2003
	2002
	2001
	2000

	
	1
	Jars of Clay
	Stacie Orrico
	Michael W. Smith
	Paul Colman Trio
	Paul Colman Trio

	
	2
	MercyMe
	Third Day
	Third Day
	MaryMary
	Jennifer Knapp

	
	3
	ZOEgirl
	Rebecca St James
	Rebecca St James
	Third Day
	Steven Curtis Chapman

	
	4
	Delirious?
	Michael W. Smith
	MercyMe
	Jaci Velasquez
	Jars Of Clay

	
	5
	Tait
	Relient K
	Jars Of Clay
	Rebecca St James
	Michael W. Smith

	
	6
	Stacie Orrico
	Hillsong Church
	Out Of Eden
	Delirious?
	Delirious?

	
	7
	Third Day
	Steven Curtis Chapman
	Paul Colman Trio
	Rachael Lampa
	Dc Talk

	
	8
	Jeremy Camp
	Planetshakers
	Rachael Lampa
	Michael W. Smith
	Third Day

	
	9
	Paul Colman Trio
	Paul Colman Trio
	newsboys
	Steven Curtis Chapman
	Michelle Tumes

	
	10
	Darlene Zschech
	newsboys
	Amy Grant
	newsboys
	Rebecca St James

	
	
	1999
	

	
	1
	dc Talk
	

	
	2
	Delirious?
	

	
	3
	Rebecca St James
	

	
	4
	Cliff Richard
	

	
	5
	Steven Curtis Chapman
	

	
	6
	Michelle Tumes
	

	
	7
	Sonicflood
	

	
	8
	Out Of Eden
	

	
	9
	Paul Colman Trio
	

	
	10
	Sixpence NTR
	


MISSING IN ACTION
FINALLY, while many new artists entered the survey for the first time in 2009, several acts who experienced chart success in 2008 (and before) did not return.

These included MercyMe, Delirious?, Natalie Grant, Phil Wickham, Plumb, Caedmon’s Call, Avalon, Dizmas, Edwin Derricutt, This Beautiful Republic, Grey Holiday, Seabird, Cadia, Until June, Chris Taylor, Brooke Barrettsmith, and Jonas Brothers.
Aussies missing in action were: Michelle Tumes, Tanya Gordon, and Matt Lucas. 
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