TRAA 2010 ANALYSIS


THE ROCK ACROSS AUSTRALIA 
2010 END OF YEAR OVERVIEW

TRAA BACKGROUND
THE ROCK ACROSS AUSTRALIA (TRAA) chart is Australia’s first national Christian airplay chart.

Researched by Woodlands Media, TRAA publishes the Top 30 chart weekly online at www.therockacrossaustralia.com
TRAA compiles the data aggregating high rotation activity (derived from playlist reports and airplay monitoring) across more than 20 stations in capital cities and regional markets.

These stations broadcast a Blended format (a mix of mainstream and Christian music), or Contemporary Christian Music (CCM) only. Stations are weighted according to market size.

Together, stations report approx 200 Christian songs weekly. 

TRAA published its first Top 30 chart in February 1999.

TOP 100 SONGS CHART - METHODOLOGY
TRAA’S annual Top 100 is a list of the most successful songs of each calendar year. 
To compile the Top 100, TRAA assigns points for each weekly chart position (30-1). [That is: 30 points for a number one, through to number 30 which gets one point.] 

TRAA then aggregates the sum of each song’s points with the number of weeks it has been in the survey to form the Top 100.
TRAA honors the number one song as the Song Of The Year.
TOP 50 ARTISTS CHART - METHODOLOGY
TRAA tabulates the most successful artists of the year and publishes these in the Top 50 Artists chart.

To compile this, TRAA tallies the song data used to compile the Top 100 list according to act/artist. 
The act/artist with the most points overall wins TRAA’s Artist Of The Year accolade.

2010 OVERVIEW

In 2010, 133* songs and 87 artists achieved chart success. Of these, 54 succeeded in gaining one song in the weekly chart, 22 attained two, eight scored three, and three acts – newsboys, Bebo Norman and MercyMe - secured four entries. 
Twenty acts, ten fewer than last year, made their debut appearance in 2010. Eight of these – Kerrie Roberts, NewWorldSon, Article One, Everlife, Audrey Assad, New Empire, Naarah, and Chasen - made a significant impact securing a place among the year’s Top 50 Artists. 
[*The sum of the numbers in the overview comes to 134, not 133 as Leeland and Brandon Heath have been credited individually for their duet Follow You.]
NEWSBOYS - AUSTRALIAN CONTENT RECLASSICATION 

In line with the position of several radio stations, TRAA has decided to reclassify newsboys as an “international act”, rather than an Australian one for “content purposes”, except where individual songs are substantially written by Australians.
This reclassification follows personnel/songwriter changes that came into effect with the Born Again project positioned as “newsboys 2.0”.
Significantly, this shift in thinking by programmers and music directors has not impacted the group’s high level of airplay – far from it - as we will see later in this report.
Previous newsboys projects retain their “Australian content” designation.
2010 TOP 100 SONGS
TRAA 2010 SONG OF THE YEAR
IN 2010, tobyMac garnered the most airplay of the year with Get Back Up. 
The elements that distinguished the song’s appointment as Song Of the Year are: 
· Conquering #1 for ten weeks, (eight weeks consecutively, then another two consecutive weeks). No other songs achieved this. 
· Accomplishing 30 weeks in the survey (equal top).

· Achieving Top 10 positions in the weekly survey for a total of 22 weeks (or 73% of the song’s chart life). 
	#1
	Position
	Song Title, Artist

ALBUM | Label | Distributor |

	
	1
	Get Back Up, tobyMac

TONIGHT | Forefront | Crossroad |


TOP 10
2010 was the most successful year to date for most of the artists appearing in the top 10 positions of TRAA’s annual chart.

tobyMac this year topped the list as a solo artist for the first time with Get Back Up.  He previously scored song honors in 1999 as a member of dc Talk with Wanna Be Loved. His solo hit I’m For You reached #4 (2007), and Atmosphere polled #7 (2005). 

NEEDTOBREATHE is the only act in the past three years to attain consecutive Top 10 listings - Let Us Love reached #7 (2010), Lay ‘Em Down came in at #9 (2009), and Washed By The Water made #7 (2008).

Of the artists listed in this year’s Top 10 Song list, MercyMe has achieved the most Top 10s in TRAA history. This Life - #8 (2010), So Long Self - #2 (2006), Here With Me - #4 (2004), Spoken For - #8 (2003), plus Here Am I (Send Me) #9 and I Worship You - #10 (2002)
Switchfoot took out the top song in 2008 with This is Home, and Superchick previously made the list with Pure - #4 (2005).
Five acts - NewWorldSon, Article One, Revive, The Afters, and Edwin Derricutt - made their debut appearance in the top echelon of the annual chart. Revive was the only Australian act to gain a position in the Top 10.
	2010 TOP 10
	Position
	Song Title, Artist

ALBUM | Label | Distributor |

	
	1
	Get Back Up, tobyMac

TONIGHT | Forefront | Crossroad |

	
	2
	There Is A Way, NewWorldSon

NEWWORLDSON | Inpop | Crossroad |

	
	3
	Blink, Revive

BLINK | Essential | Crossroad |

	
	4
	Light Up The Sky, The Afters

LIGHT UP THE SKY | INO | Crossroad |

	
	5
	The One (I’m Fighting For), Article One

THE ONE (I’M FIGHTING FOR) [EP] | Inpop | Crossroad |

	
	6
	Your Love Is A Song, Switchfoot

HELLO HURRICANE | Atlantic/Credential Recordings | Crossroad |

	
	7
	Let Us Love, NEEDTOBREATHE
THE OUTSIDERS | Word | Word Australia |

	
	8
	This Life, MercyMe

THE GENEROUS MR LOVEWELL | INO | Crossroad |

	
	9
	Let It Roll, Superchick ft Matt Dally

REINVENTION | Inpop | Crossroad |

	
	10
	Lifeboat, Edwin Derricutt

THREE HOURS SOUTH | Freefall | Three 16 |


2010 NUMBER ONE SONGS

THIRTEEN SONGS made it to #1 on TRAA’s weekly airplay reports during 2010. This is two fewer than last year.

Owl City, Revive, The Afters, Addison Road and Merise scored their first number one songs.

Switchfoot hit number one twice with two different songs – Always and Your Love Is A Song – achieving a total of nine weeks atop the survey. 
MercyMe and tobyMac topped the chart on two separate occasions with the same songs; while Brooke Fraser and The Afters snatched the top spot for a total of seven weeks across three shots at the top with Something In The Water and Light Up The Sky.
Revive and Merise were the only Aussie acts to top TRAA in 2010. [And Brooke who we’ve adopted!]
	2010 NUMBER ONES 
	#1
	Wks @ #1
	TOP 100
	Song Title, Artist

ALBUM | Label | Distributor |

	
	02 Jan
	1
	34 
	What Faith Can Do, Kutless
IT IS WELL | BEC | Crossroad |

	
	09 Jan
	3
	26
	Always, Switchfoot
HELLO HURRICANE | Atlantic/Credential Recordings | Crossroad |

	
	30 Jan
	1
	34 
	What Faith Can Do, Kutless
IT IS WELL | BEC | Crossroad |

	
	06 Feb
	1
	28
	Walk On The Water, Britt Nicole
THE LOST GET FOUND | Sparrow | Crossroad |

	
	13 Feb
	3
	30
	Fireflies, Owl City
OCEAN EYES | Universal | Universal Music Australia |

	
	06 Mar
	3
	36
	I’ll Be, newsboys

BORN AGAIN [DELUXE EDITION] | Inpop | Crossroad |

	
	27 Mar
	8
	1
	Get Back Up, tobyMac

TONIGHT | Forefront | Crossroad |

	
	22 May
	1
	6
	Your Love Is A Song, Switchfoot

HELLO HURRICANE | Atlantic/Credential Recordings | Crossroad |

	
	29 May
	1
	3
	Blink, Revive

BLINK | Essential | Crossroad |

	
	05 Jun
	2
	1
	Get Back Up, tobyMac

TONIGHT | Forefront | Crossroad |

	
	19 Jun
	5
	6
	Your Love Is A Song, Switchfoot

HELLO HURRICANE | Atlantic/Credential Recordings | Crossroad |

	
	24 Jul
	1
	8
	This Life, MercyMe

THE GENEROUS MR LOVEWELL | INO | Crossroad |

	
	31 Jul
	4
	4
	Light Up The Sky, The Afters

LIGHT UP THE SKY | INO | Crossroad |

	
	28 Aug
	3
	8
	This Life, MercyMe

THE GENEROUS MR LOVEWELL | INO | Crossroad |

	
	18 Sep
	2
	4
	Light Up The Sky, The Afters

LIGHT UP THE SKY | INO | Crossroad |

	
	02 Oct
	1
	24
	Something In The Water, Brooke Fraser
FLAGS | Sony Music Australia | Sony Music Australia |

	
	09 Oct
	1
	4
	Light Up The Sky, The Afters

LIGHT UP THE SKY | INO | Crossroad |

	
	16 Oct
	2
	24
	Something In The Water, Brooke Fraser
FLAGS | Sony Music Australia | Sony Music Australia |

	
	30 Oct
	1
	17
	Fight Another Day, Addison Road

STORIES | INO| Crossroad |

	
	06 Nov
	4
	24
	Something In The Water, Brooke Fraser
FLAGS | Sony Music Australia | Sony Music Australia |

	
	4 Dec
	4
	47
	Why Oh Why, Merise
GOODBYE SADNESS | Independent | Independent |


2010 STAYERS

TWELVE SONGS secured a place in the Top 30 for six months or more throughout 2010. We call these Stayers. 
There is A Way (NewWorldSon), Lead Me (Sanctus Real), Get Back Up (tobyMac), and Blink (Revive) each spent a total of 30 weeks in the survey.

Blink was the only Australian song to secure more than 26 weeks of airplay.  
	 2010 STAYERS 
	Wks in Top 30
	First week
	Peak Position
	TOP 100
	Song Title, Artist

ALBUM | Label | Distributor |

	
	30
	23 Jan
	3
	2
	There Is A Way, NewWorldSon
NEWWORLDSON | Inpop | Crossroad |

	
	30
	20 Feb
	1
	1
	Get Back Up, tobyMac

TONIGHT | Forefront | Crossroad |

	
	30
	27 Feb
	1
	3
	Blink, Revive

BLINK | Essential | Crossroad |

	
	30
	03 Apr
	11
	14
	Lead Me, Sanctus Real 
PIECES OF A REAL HEART | Sparrow | Crossroad |

	
	27
	20 Mar
	3
	11
	Beautiful Beautiful, Francesca Battistelli

MY PAPER HEART | Fervent | Word Australia |

	
	27
	03 Apr
	2
	12
	Born Again, newsboys

BORN AGAIN | Inpop | Crossroad |

	
	27
	19 Jun
	1
	8
	This Life, MercyMe

THE GENEROUS MR LOVEWELL | INO | Crossroad |

	
	26
	06 Mar
	2
	11
	Lifeboat, Edwin Derricutt 
THREE HOURS SOUTH | Freefall | Independent |

	
	26
	20 Mar
	1
	6
	Your Love Is A Song, Switchfoot

HELLO HURRICANE | Atlantic/Credential Recordings | Crossroad |

	
	26
	24 Apr
	15
	32
	New Creation, Leeland 
LOVE IS ON THE MOVE | Essential | Crossroad |

	
	26
	03 Jul
	1
	4
	Light Up The Sky, The Afters

LIGHT UP THE SKY | INO | Crossroad |

	
	26
	03 Jul
	3
	7
	Let Us Love, NEEDTOBREATHE
THE OUTSIDERS | Word | Word Australia |


CARRY OVER CHAMPIONS

IN 2010, 18 of the year’s most played songs also found a place in TRAA’s 2009 Top 100. We call these Carry Over Champions.
Two songs – What Faith Can Do (Kutless) and Heartbeat (Remedy Drive) - secured positions in the top half of each year’s chart.

	2010 CARRY OVER CHAMPIONS
	Top 100 2010
	Top 100 2009
	Song Title, Artist

ALBUM | Label | Distributor |

	
	25
	69
	Before The Morning, Josh Wilson

LIFE IS NOT A SNAPSHOT [EP] | Sparrow | Crossroad |

	
	26
	83
	Always, Switchfoot

HELLO HURRICANE | Atlantic/Credential Recordings | Crossroad |

	
	30
	81
	Fireflies, Owl City

OCEAN EYES | Universal | Universal Music Australia |

	
	34
	42
	What Faith Can Do, Kutless

IT IS WELL | BEC Recordings | Crossroad |

	
	43
	38
	Heartbeat, Remedy Drive

DAYLIGHT IS COMING | Word | Word Australia |

	
	50
	90
	Shine (Love Is An Action), Luminate

LUMINATE [EP]| Sparrow | Crossroad |

	
	56
	15
	City On Our Knees, tobyMac

TONIGHT | Forefront | Crossroad |

	
	57
	17
	It’s Your Life, Francesca Battistelli

MY PAPER HEART | Fervent | Word Australia |

	
	60
	40
	Follow You, Leeland + Brandon Heath

LOVE IS ON THE MOVE | Essential | Crossroad |

	
	61
	50
	Garbage In, Tal & Acacia

WAKE UP | Essential | Crossroad |

	
	64
	30
	Forgiven, Sanctus Real

PIECES OF A REAL HEART | Sparrow | Crossroad |

	
	68
	59
	Alive, Pocket Full Of Rocks
MORE THAN NOISE| Myrrh | Word Australia

	
	83
	21
	A Million Raindrops, Bebo Norman

BEBO NORMAN | BEC Recordings | Crossroad |

	
	85
	93
	Until The Whole World Hears, Casting Crowns
UNTIL THE WHOLE WORLD HEARS | Reunion | Crossroad |

	
	86
	74
	Miracle, Robbie Seay Band

MIRACLE | Sparrow | Crossroad |

	
	90
	34
	Forget And Not Slow Down, Relient K

FORGET AND NOT SLOW DOWN | Mono Vs Stereo | Word Australia |

	
	91
	39
	Hole In My Pocket, Joy Lippard

JOY LIPPARD | Go Global | KI Entertainment |

	
	98
	11
	The Words I Would Say, Sidewalk Prophets

THESE SIMPLE TRUTHS | Fervent | Word Australia |


AUSTRALIANS IN THE TOP 100
THE MOST successful Australian song in 2009 was Blink (Revive). This was the only song performed/written by Australians that lodged in the survey for more than 26 weeks. The song went to #1 on the weekly chart and reached #3 on the Top 100. 
The most successful song from an Australian act that made their debut appearance in the Top 100 was The Summer Sky (New Empire). The Summer Sky reached #51 in the Top 100, and spent 12 weeks in the survey.
Revive, Merise, and Compliments Of Gus each scored two songs in the Top 100.
	2010 AUSTRALIAN
	TOP 100
	Song Title, Artist

ALBUM | Label | Distributor |

	
	3
	Blink, Revive

BLINK | Essential | Crossroad |

	
	16
	Just Because, Merise

GOODBYE SADNESS | Independent | Independent |

	
	33
	Almost Missed This Moment, Revive

BLINK | Essential | Crossroad |

	
	47
	Why Oh Why, Merise

GOODBYE SADNESS | Independent | Independent |

	
	51
	The Summer Sky, New Empire

COME WITH ME TONIGHT [DELUXE EDITION] | Delusion | Independent |

	
	52
	The Brave, Compliments Of Gus

SEASONED | Humber | KI Entertainment |

	
	54
	Stay, Naarah

THE STORY | Independent | Independent |

	
	69
	The Tide Will Always Win, Compliments Of Gus

SEASONED | Humber | KI Entertainment |

	
	76
	Hold On, Vita Adam

[SINGLE] | Independent | Independent |

	
	77
	The Eastern Sky, Adventure Land

[SINGLE] | Independent | Independent |

	
	88
	Forever Reign, Hillsong Live

A BEAUTIFUL EXCHANGE | HMA | HMA |

	
	95
	The Other Side, Tania G

[SINGLE] | Independent | Independent |


2010 TOP 50 ARTISTS
2010 TRAA ARTIST OF THE YEAR
TRAA’s Artist Of The Year honor is given to the artist with the most airplay each year.

Topping TRAA’s Top 50 Artist Chart in 2010, and gaining the accolade for 2010 TRAA Artist Of The Year is newsboys, the former Sunshine Coast band now fronted by Michael Tait (formerly of dc Talk and Tait). 
Newsboys garnered Artist honors thanks to the success of four songs - Born Again, I’ll Be, Way Beyond Myself, and Glorious, totaling 54 weeks in the weekly chart. 
Other artists spending significant time in the weekly surveys and totaling more than 50 weeks are tobyMac (53 weeks across three songs), Bebo Norman (52 weeks across four songs), and MercyMe (51 weeks with four songs, one of which did not make the Top 100). 
The Top 50 Artist Chart tallies song data used to compile the Top 100 list according to act/artist.
	 2010 ARTISTS 
	Artist
	Total weeks 
	Song Title 
	Wks in chart
	Peak
Position
	Top 100 2010

	
	Newsboys
	54
	Born Again
	27
	2
	12

	
	
	
	I’ll Be
	14
	1
	36

	
	
	
	Way Beyond Myself
	9
	2
	58

	
	
	
	Glorious
	4
	22
	94

	
	tobyMac
	53
	Get Back Up
	30
	1
	1

	
	
	
	City On Our Knees
	11
	5^
	56

	
	
	
	Hold On
	12
	8
	72

	
	Bebo Norman
	52
	Here Goes
	19
	3
	27

	
	
	
	Never Saw You Coming
	16
	6
	39

	
	
	
	Hear It From Me
	10
	18
	80

	
	
	
	A Million Raindrops
	7+
	14
	83

	
	MercyMe
	51
	This Life
	27
	1
	8

	
	
	
	Beautiful
	12
	4
	45

	
	
	
	All Of Creation
	9
	8
	66

	
	
	
	Move
	3
	25
	-


Notes:

+ A Million Raindrops spent an additional 20 weeks in the survey in 2009, where it peaked at 4.
^ City On Our Knees spent an additional 18 weeks in the survey in 2009, where it peaked at 1.
TOP 10 ARTISTS ACROSS TRAA YEARS 
BEBO Norman, Switchfoot, Revive, and Edwin Derricutt this year debuted in the Top 10 of the 2010 Top 50 Artists chart. 

As well as taking out 2010 TRAA Artist Of The Year, it is interesting to note that newsboys has held a place in the Top 10 Artist list eight times. Jars Of Clay, Rebecca St James, plus Paul Colman/Paul Colman Trio has registered in the Top 10 a total of seven times each.  

	 MOST PLAYED ACTS (1999 - 2010)
	
	2010
	2009
	2008
	2007
	2006

	
	1
	newsboys
	Brandon Heath
	Britt Nicole
	newsboys
	Nathan Tasker

	
	2
	tobyMac
	Francesca Battistelli
	Matthew West
	tobyMac
	MercyMe

	
	3
	Bebo Norman
	Remedy Drive
	Mandisa
	Britt Nicole
	Rebecca St James

	
	4
	MercyMe
	Jars Of Clay
	Alabaster Box
	Michelle Tumes
	Ana Laura

	
	5
	NEEDTOBREATHE
	Mat Kearney
	tobyMac
	Jars Of Clay
	newsboys

	
	6
	Switchfoot
	Britt Nicole
	Shawn McDonald
	Sanctus Real
	ZOEgirl

	
	7
	Revive
	Alabaster Box
	NEEDTOBREATHE
	Casting Crowns
	Shawn McDonald

	
	8
	Jars Of Clay
	Mandisa
	Sanctus Real
	Brooke Fraser
	Nichole Nordeman

	
	9
	Britt Nicole
	NEEDTOBREATHE
	Steven Curtis Chapman
	Mandisa
	Delirious?

	
	10
	Edwin Derricutt
	U2
	newsboys
	Rebecca St James
	Superchick

	
	
	2005
	2004
	2003
	2002
	2001

	
	1
	Bethany Dillon
	Jars of Clay
	Stacie Orrico
	Michael W. Smith
	Paul Colman Trio

	
	2
	newsboys
	MercyMe
	Third Day
	Third Day
	MaryMary

	
	3
	Paul Colman
	ZOEgirl
	Rebecca St James
	Rebecca St James
	Third Day

	
	4
	Superchick
	Delirious?
	Michael W. Smith
	MercyMe
	Jaci Velasquez

	
	5
	Nathan Tasker
	Tait
	Relient K
	Jars Of Clay
	Rebecca St James

	
	6
	Reuben Morgan
	Stacie Orrico
	Hillsong Church
	Out Of Eden
	Delirious?

	
	7
	Jars of Clay
	Third Day
	Steven Curtis Chapman
	Paul Colman Trio
	Rachael Lampa

	
	8
	Brooke Fraser
	Jeremy Camp
	Planetshakers
	Rachael Lampa
	Michael W. Smith

	
	9
	tobyMac
	Paul Colman Trio
	Paul Colman Trio
	newsboys
	Steven Curtis Chapman

	
	10
	ZOEgirl
	Darlene Zschech
	newsboys
	Amy Grant
	newsboys

	
	
	2000
	1999
	

	
	1
	Paul Colman Trio
	dc Talk
	

	
	2
	Jennifer Knapp
	Delirious?
	

	
	3
	Steven Curtis Chapman
	Rebecca St James
	

	
	4
	Jars Of Clay
	Cliff Richard
	

	
	5
	Michael W. Smith
	Steven Curtis Chapman
	

	
	6
	Delirious?
	Michelle Tumes
	

	
	7
	Dc Talk
	Sonicflood
	

	
	8
	Third Day
	Out Of Eden
	

	
	9
	Michelle Tumes
	Paul Colman Trio
	

	
	10
	Rebecca St James
	Sixpence NTR
	


MISSING IN ACTION
FINALLY, while several new artists entered the survey for the first time in 2010, several acts who experienced chart success in 2009 (and before) did not return.

These included: Mandisa, U2, Bethany Dillon, The Fray, Rush Of Fools, Big Daddy Weave, Krystal Meyers, Miley Cyrus, Nicole C Mullen, The Katinas, Paramore, RED, Above The Golden State, and Hawk Nelson. 
Aussies missing in action were: Alabaster Box (AB’s the lead singer Naarah charted with her debut song Stay), Candice Casagrande, Michael Paynter, and Simeon.
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